APPENDIX XV

(/) LETTER FROM MINISTER OF INTERIOR

PRETORIA,
Decmbtr 24, 1913

GENTLEMEN,

Your letter, which was dated 21st instant and immediately communi-
cated by you to the Press, has only today reached the Department of the
Interior and been seen by the Minister.

I am instructed to reply at once that the Minister is uable to accept
the conditions on which you propose to give evidence before the Commission
appointed by the Government and to suspend passive resistance pending the
Commission's finding, particularly the condition which involves the appoint-
ment of additional members to the Commission in the interests of the Indian
community. The Commission was intended to be impartial and judicial in
character, and in constituting it the Government consulted neither the
Indian community nor the Coakowners and Sugar Planters' Association of Natal,
nor could the Government for a moment, by following the course you propose,
give colour to the unwarranted reflections you make on two of the Commis-
sioners appointed,

The course you propose to pursue is noted and deeply regretted, not least
so in the interests of the Indian community, which cannot but be profoundly
affected by the lawless character of your procedure, the gratuitous infliction
of grave sufferings on the innocent, both white and Indian, and the conse-
quent exasperation of public opinion throughout the Union,

J haw, etc.9

H. B. SHAWE

ACHING SECRETARY FOR THE INTERIOR

MESSRS M. K. GANDHI
KALLENBACH, AND
H. S. L POLAK
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